Address…………………….                                              

  …………………..................

                                                                                                   

           ……………………...............                                              

 Date………………………

Dear…………………………………… 

A26 Speed restrictions & Safety measures for immediate attention

I am writing to add my voice to the call for the introduction of a speed restriction, namely a reduction to 30mph, and further backup safety measures along the A26, between the A21 flyover and the top of Vauxhall Lane, Southborough. Further safety measures such as safe pedestrian crossings (removing the current inadequate islands) are needed at the top of Southborough Common. A safe crossing at this location would serve the existing considerable Birchwood community, pub, common, school & nursery sited here. It would also serve the new community that is possibly planned for the Birchwood Garage area.

From the flyover to Vauxhall Lane the speed limit increases from 30mph to 60mph along a one mile stretch. In an area with residential houses on both sides, this speed limit and absence of safe crossings makes the road highly dangerous for all users, not least, for the many school children who must brave the traffic twice a day getting on and off buses to and from school. The existing islands are not adequate to be used as safe places to cross on such a fast road. In addition, with the closure of the Bidborough Post Office we now have more local residents crossing the road to walk to Southborough.

The signage on the A21 needs to be altered to prevent industrial traffic from coming through Southborough.

Following the recent tragic death of 16-year old on this very stretch of road, I would urge you to take immediate action to prevent another fatality. Please, introduce safe pedestrian crossings between the bus stops and bring the speed limit into line with the speed limits elsewhere along the A26 in Southborough. These changes need to be implemented NOW, not in eighteen months time.

I look forward to receiving your reply. 

Yours Faithfully

Signature………………………………      Print name………………………………………

Written as part of the “A26 Safety First Action Group”. Making A Safe environment for our society.
